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SCREENING DECISION REPORT 
EMRIRB File No.: 0026-1522-005 

Issued: July 22, 2022 
Revised: August 1, 2022 
 
Paul Rose, National Geographic 
Honorable Joyce Murray, Minister, Fisheries and Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard (DFO), Canada 
Honorable David Akeeagok, Minister, Department of Environment (DOE), Government of Nunavut 
Isaac Voyageur, Director,  Environment and Remedial Works, Cree Nation Government 
 
Sent via email: rosecomms@me.com; dakeeagok@gov.nu.ca; min@dfo-mpo.gc.ca; ivoyageur@cngov.ca 
 
CC: 
Jennifer Knopp, Adviser and Project Manager, National Geographic Pristine Seas 
Barrie Ford, Chairperson, Nunavik Marine Region Impact Review Board (NMRIRB) 
Adam Lewis, Executive Director, NMRIRB 
Angela Coxon, Director, Eeyou Marine Region Wildlife Board (EMRWB) 
Jason Aliqatuqtuq, Director, Operations, Department of Environment, Government of Nunavut 
Merlin Whiskeychan, Land Use Planning Officer, Cree Nation Government 
 
Re: Screening Decision for Pristine Seas Project, National Geographic, EMRIRB File No.: 0026-1522-005. 
 
The Eeyou Marine Report Impact Review Board (EMRIRB or the Board) is an Institution of Public Government 
established pursuant to Section 18.2.1 of the Eeyou Marine Region Land Claims Agreement (EMRLCA). The 
EMRIRB has a mandate, under Section 18.2.2 of the EMRLCA, to screen project proposals and, further to such 
screening, to indicate to the Ministers in charge of authorizing the project whether a review is required. The 
purpose of this letter is to communicate to you the Board’s screening decision as required pursuant to Section 
18.4.4 of the EMRLCA. 
 
Following the EMRIRB’s assessment of all materials provided, the EMRIRB is recommending that a review of 
National Geographic’s Pristine Seas project is not required pursuant to paragraph 18.4.2 of the EMRLCA. Subject 
to the Proponent’s compliance with the terms and conditions set out below, the EMRIRB is of the view that the 
project proposal is not likely to cause significant public concerns, and it is unlikely to result in significant adverse 
environmental and social impacts in the Eeyou Marine Region. The EMRIRB therefore recommends that you, as 
the responsible Ministers, accept this Screening Decision Report. 
 
The following report provides the results of the EMRIRB’s screening of the project and its reasons for the 
decision. The Board wishes to underline that additional conditions may also be applicable to this project.  
 
 

mailto:rosecomms@me.com
mailto:dakeeagok@gov.nu.ca
mailto:min@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:ivoyageur@cngov.ca


2 
 

Outline of the Screening Decision Report 

1) REGULATORY FRAMEWORK  
2) PROJECT REFERRAL  
3) PROJECT OVERVIEW  
4) PROPONENT COMMITMENTS 
5) EMRIRB PROCEDURAL HISTORY 
6) PUBLIC COMMENTS 
7) ASSESSMENT OF THE PROJECT PROPOSAL AND DECISION 
8) RECOMMENDED PROJECT-SPECIFIC TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
9) MONITORING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
10) REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS  
11) CONCLUSION  
 

 REGULATORY FRAMEWORK  

The primary objectives of the EMRIRB are set out in Section 18.2.5 of the Eeyou Marine Region Land Claims 
Agreement (EMRLCA):  
 

EMRLCA, Section 18.2.5: In carrying out its functions, the primary objectives of the EMRIRB shall be 
at all times to protect and promote the existing and future well-being of the residents in the EMR, and of 
the coastal Cree communities of Eeyou Istchee and of their members and to protect the Ecosystemic 
integrity of the EMR. The EMRIRB shall take into account the well-being of residents of Canada 
outside the EMR.  

 
The purpose of screening is provided for under Section 18.4.1 of the EMRLCA:  
 

EMRLCA, Section 18.4.1: Upon receipt of a Project Proposal, the EMRIRB shall screen the Project 
Proposal to determine whether it has significant impact potential, and therefore whether it requires 
review. 

 
To determine whether a review of a project is required, the EMRIRB is guided by the considerations as set out 
under Section 18.4.2 of the EMRLCA:  
 

EMRLCA, Section 18.4.2: In screening a Project Proposal, the EMRIRB shall be guided by the 
following principles:  

a) the EMRIRB generally shall determine that such a review is required when, in its judgment:  
i. the project may have significant adverse effects on the ecosystem, Wildlife habitat or Cree Harvesting 
activities; 
ii. the project may have significant adverse socio-economic effects; 
iii. the project will cause significant public concern; or  
iv. the project involves technological innovations for which the effects are unknown;   

b) the EMRIRB generally shall determine that such a review is not required when, in its judgment, the project is 
unlikely to arouse significant public concern; and  

i. the adverse Ecosystemic and socio-economic effects are not likely to be significant; or  
ii. the project is of a type where the potential adverse effects are highly predictable and mitigable with 
known technology; and 
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c) in determining whether a review is required or not the EMRIRB shall give greater weight to the provisions of 
paragraph 18.4.2(a). 
 
As set out under Section 18.4.4 of the EMRLCA, upon conclusion of the screening process, the Board must 
provide its written report the Minister:  
 

EMRLCA, Section 18.4.4: Upon receipt of a Project Proposal, the EMRIRB shall screen the Project 
Proposal and indicate to the Minister in writing and make public that: 
a) the Project Proposal may be processed without a review; the EMRIRB may recommend specific 

terms and conditions to be attached to any approval; 
b) the Project Proposal requires review; 
c) the Project Proposal is insufficiently developed to permit proper screening, and should be returned to 

the Proponent for clarification; or 
d) the potential adverse impacts of the Project Proposal are so unacceptable that it should be modified 

or abandoned.  
 

PROJECT REFERRAL  

On June 14, 2022, the EMRIRB received a referral to screen National Geographic’s “Pristine Seas” project 
proposal from the Eeyou Marine Region Planning Commission (EMRPC or Commission), which noted that the 
project proposal is not exempt from screening by the EMRIRB under Schedule 18-1 of the EMRLCA.   
 
Pursuant to Sections 18.4.1 and 18.4.4 of the EMRLCA, the EMRIRB commenced screening this project proposal 
on June 20, 2022, and assigned it file number 0026-1522-005.  
 

PROJECT OVERVIEW  

1. Project Summary – Scope of the project (as submitted on June 20, 2022) 
 
“Pristine Seas is the National Geographic Society’s flagship marine conservation initiative that seeks to explore, 
document, and protect vital ocean areas. The team is composed of scientists, conservationists, filmmakers, 
expedition and operations leaders, communications and policy experts based in Washington, DC, and other 
locations worldwide. Over the next ten years, we will work globally with local and Indigenous communities, 
governments, and partners to establish 40 new marine protections and catalyze the global community to protect 
at least 30% of the ocean by 2030. Our upcoming expedition to Canada is part of this initiative through supporting 
Indigenous leadership in their marine protection goals. 
 
Pristine Seas is planning to conduct an expedition to seven proposed priority conservation sites across the 
Northern Labrador Sea, Hudson Bay, and James Bay that have been identified by Indigenous leadership and the 
federal government. This Pristine Seas campaign will support Indigenous-led conservation and the Canadian 
Government’s commitment to protecting 25% of its ocean by 2025 and 30% by 2030. The goal of the expedition 
is to help promote marine stewardship and protections in the region. This expedition is in support of the Cree 
Nation Government's efforts to create a National Marine Conservation Area in the Eeyou Marine 
Region. 
 
While the overall expedition to each of the regions will take place from the beginning of July to mid-August 2022, 
the approximate dates for the Eeyou Marine Region are July 30 to August 21, 2022. 
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We are working with CNG and EMRWB to determine the locations to visit. Currently the plan is to bring the 
vessel to the mouth of the river near Chisasibi and work with the community to exchange community 
representatives by zodiac and community guide boat between the community and the vessel. Once this is complete 
the vessel will enter James Bay to conduct the research and filming and from there with zodiacs and rigged-hulled 
inflatable boats to spread out from the vessel to deploy the science and media teams for the work. The research 
and filming will only take place within the Cree Zone (no areas of overlap). We will not be conducting research 
in the Cree/Inuit Joint Zone, only transiting through these waters. All permits are being applied to currently. 
 
There will be approximately 30-45 people aboard the Polar Prince vessel supporting expedition activities. Ten 
Students on Ice staff and students will also be on board for this portion of the expedition. Four to eight members 
from the region will join the expedition and will be identified with support from the Cree Nation Government and 
local communities as needed. Participation in the expedition is subject to COVID-19 conditions. We will engage 
local community members to contribute to Explorer Classroom-style events if internet connectivity allows. 
Explorer Classroom-style events are virtual live-streamed (sometimes recorded) video sessions broadcast on 
YouTube where National Geographic Pristine Seas expedition members and partners share stories about the 
expedition’s goals, partnerships, and interview local representatives to share their respective stories and protection 
goals. 
 
We will conduct scientific research that addresses the needs of each region to the extent possible. The research 
will include general descriptions, photographs, and video of the underwater ecosystems, as well as more 
quantitative sampling when possible. The research will include Environmental DNA (eDNA) sampling*, 
conducting in-water surveys down to ~30 meters, and deploying remote cameras offshore just below the surface 
to the deepest depths of the region. More information on our research methods is included in the following 
sections. 
 
Also during the expedition, our team of filmmakers and photographers aim to capture photos and video footage 
of the expedition, the research, our partners, and the local stakeholders to create a documentary film for the local 
community and government to help inform the need for marine protections. The film will incorporate local 
community members, Indigenous and government leaders and community members and will be translated into 
the local language and dialects. The film tone, messaging and audience will be guided by Indigenous conservation 
leaders and governance in each region. 
 
Through the research and media collected and produced during this expedition, Pristine Seas aims to connect 
local communities and governments with our coalition of world-class partners who support education, 
conservation economies, ocean carbon market, and monitoring so communities have the expertise and tools 
required for the long-term sustainability of marine protections. 
 
Main scientific goal: To explore and document the unique and largely unexplored underwater ecosystems of 
Northern Labrador Sea, Hudson Bay, and James Bay, with the ultimate goal of helping to inform the creation of 
new marine protections in the region. We plan to include Indigenous Knowledge (IK) from the regions, under the 
guidance of Indigenous leadership and local experts. We would also like to include an onboard training. Any 
Indigenous Knowledge interviews that take place will be used for the purpose of creating a documentary film to 
tell the story of the region and expedition, not for the research. Regional science reports will be developed for 
each region visited by the expedition, as well as an overall science report. Scientific papers will also be published 
from the data collected on the expedition. Regional review of these reports and papers will be obtained before 
publication. Data will be shared with the regions once analyses are complete.” 
 
*On July 7, 2022, National Geographic contacted the EMRIRB to inform them of a reduced project scope. 
National Geographic will no longer conduct botany or land surveys on any islands, only filming. 
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See Appendix B for Project Timeline, Appendix C for Project Map, and Appendix D for Material Use. 
 
The complete project application and supporting documentation can be found at: 
www.emrirb.ca/registry/project/national-geographic-pristine-seas-canada-2022  
 
Methods: 

• Underwater surveys: Characterization of the plants and animals of the seafloor will be conducted by 
scuba divers along 25-m long transects at each sampling location to identify and count the organisms. 

• Shallow nearshore sampling: We use seines and dredges to sample fishes and invertebrates in the 
nearshore environments that are too shallow or too turbid to dive. Animals will be counted and returned 
to the sea except for reference specimens needed for identification. 

• Mid-deep baited underwater cameras: Baited Remote Underwater Video Stations (BRUVS) are baited 
underwater cameras that will be deployed at depths between 40-100 m to identify, count, and measure 
size of fishes. 

• Open ocean cameras: Open Ocean baited underwater cameras are designed to identify, count, and 
measure the sizes of fishes and marine mammals that move around near the surface. 

• Super deep cameras: Our deep-water cameras can go to the deepest parts of the ocean and can record life 
at the deepest depths and habitats in the Canadian Arctic region. 

• Remotely operated vehicle (ROV) underwater camera: We use an underwater video drone called the 
Boxfish Luna. This ROV is operated by a cable that attaches to the boat so it can be steered in any 
direction and change depth. 

• Filming. 
• Micro fossils samples: We will collect samples from the top 1-cm of the bottom to examine micro 

fossils. 
• Environmental DNA sampling (eDNA): We will collect water samples to identify animals and plants 

that are present in the area. To identify these animals and plants, we will also collect invertebrates and 
marine plants to be identified as reference specimens to support the verification of the eDNA analysis. 

• Microplastics samplings: We will collect seawater to sample for microplastics in the surface water. We 
will use two methods: grab samples with 1-liter bottles and trawl samples using a towed net. Samples 
will be filtered on the boat, and visually and chemically analyzed in a lab to assess the presence of 
microplastics. 

• Land samplings (removed from project scope on July 7, 2022). 
 

PROPONENT COMMITMENTS 

As stated in the Proponent’s application (June 20, 2022), the following commitments have been made:  
 

• Approximate dates for the Eeyou Marine Region are July 30 to August 21, 2022. 
• Vessel will travel to Chisasibi and work from there with zodiacs and rigged-hulled inflatable boats 

which have an approximate distance of travel of about 60km from the vessel. 
• The research and filming will only take place within the Cree Zone (no areas of overlap). There will be 

no conducting of research in the Cree/Inuit Joint Zone, only transiting through these waters. 
• The vessel will anchor outside the mouth of the river at Chisasibi. Zodiac boats and a rigged hulled 

inflatable boat will be brought to shore in Chisasibi for the community representatives to get on board 
and off board.  

• A local guide from Chisasibi will guide the proponent through the river. 
• Will go as far south as is safe for the ship to travel. The proponent will also enter into western James 

Bay. 

http://www.emrirb.ca/registry/project/national-geographic-pristine-seas-canada-2022
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• Crew size will be 60 persons: 15 crew; 10 Students on Ice youth and staff; 5 local community reps; 1 
Indigenous Marine Mammal Observer; 4 local bear guards; 1 Canadian Hydrographic Service rep; 1 
doctor; 28 Pristine Seas team members (media team, science team, dive safety officer, small boat 
drivers, expedition leaders). 

• A qualified Inuit marine mammal observer will be on board throughout the expedition. They will 
observe marine wildlife and advise captain of need to halt or change direction. They will also record 
marine mammal and sea bird observations. 

• The boat operators and anyone who goes on land will have bear bangers and flare guns. 
• A documentary film will be created for the local community and government to help inform the need for 

marine protections. 
• The film will incorporate local community members, Indigenous and government leaders and 

community members and will be translated into the local language and dialects. The film tone, 
messaging and audience will be guided by Indigenous conservation leaders and governance in each 
region. 

• Posters about the project will be shared with all coastal communities, including posters with Cree 
translation. 

• Scientific sampling will be of fish, invertebrates, and plants. Filming will be done from a safe distance 
of wildlife encountered. 

• Equipment and a staff member from the Canadian Hydrographic Service will be on board so they can 
work on mapping depth and bottom type throughout the expedition. 

• Polar Prince has two main tanks for ballast water. The forepeak is kept full at all time and is isolated 
(meaning no discharge). The afterpeak is empty at all time. 

• Drainage of deck is through drain pipes, overboard 
• Polar Prince sewage system contains and treats grey and black water before discharging. (This system is 

complying with regulations.) 
• Solid waste are treated on board: through the incinerator, or segregation (for recycling or disposal when 

back to Mulgrave, Nova Scotia). 
• No oil or oily waters will be discharged. 
• No hazardous or toxic waste will be discharged.  
• Polar Prince is fitted with a water separator. The vessel produces its own fresh water through the water 

separator. 
• The Proponent will not carry out the microplastics, eDNA, or microfossils research within 12 nautical 

miles of any Eeyou Marine Region island. 
• The Proponent will not do any scientific research on the islands in the EMR. 
• Regional review of these reports and papers will be obtained before publication. Data will be shared 

with the regions once analyses are complete. 
• The Cree Nation Government and Eeyou Marine Region Wildlife Board will own and have access to all 

of these research data being collected. This includes the footage from the different cameras and videos 
being collected (baited cameras, pelagic cameras, etc.), but not the media team footage. All reports and 
publications will be reviewed and vetted by the CNG and EMRWB prior to publication, and reps from 
these groups are welcome to be involved in writing the publications and reports as well (correspondence 
on July 8, 2022). 
 

Any activities outside of this list are considered outside the project scope and will be subject to screening. 
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EMRIRB PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

Key Stages of the Screening Process  
The following key stages were completed: 
 
Date  Stage  
June 14, 2022 Receipt referral from the EMRPC  
June 20, 2022 Application received on EMRIRB Public 

Registry 
June 21, 2022 Issue of the Notice for Screening  
June 21, 2022 – July 12, 2022 Public Commenting Period 
July 4, 2022 Information Request (IR) 
July 7, 2022 Proponent Response to IR 
July 22, 2022 Screening Decision Report issued 
August 1, 2022 Screening Decision Report revised 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Public Comments and Concerns  
Notice regarding the EMRIRB’s screening of this project proposal was distributed on June 21, 2022, to 
community organizations in the Eeyou Marine Region, the Eeyou Marine Region Wildlife Board, as well as to 
relevant federal and territorial government agencies, Cree organizations, and other parties. The EMRIRB 
requested that interested parties review the proposal, and provide the Board with any comments or concerns by 
July 12, 2022, regarding:  
 

• Whether the project proposal is likely to arouse significant public concern; and if so, why;  
• Whether the project proposal is likely to cause significant adverse eco-systemic or socio-economic 

effects; and if so, why;  
• Whether the project proposal is likely to cause significant adverse impacts on Wildlife Habitat or Cree 

harvesting activities; and if so, why;  
• Whether the project proposal is of a type where the potential adverse effects are highly predictable and 

mitigable with known technology, (and providing any recommended mitigation measures); and  
• Any matter of importance to the Party related to the project proposal.  

 
The following is a summary of the comments and concerns received by the EMRIRB:  
 
Dante Torio Chisasibi 
Company: Chisasibi Eeyou Resource and Research Institute 
Date: 07 July, 2022 
 
1. Indicate your concerns about the project proposal below: 
• Traditional uses of land 
• Cree and/or Inuit harvesting activities 
• Community involvement and consultation 
 
2. Please describe the concerns indicated above: 
For the data they collected, who has the intellectual property on it? Will the band office or the local research 
institute get a copy of the data? In general, what will be the benefit to the local communities? 
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3. What do you value in the proposed project area? How do you use or interact with the area? 
Involvement of local communities and possibly training community representatives on research or 
documentation techniques. 
 
4. How might those values be affected or impacted by the proposed project, and why? 
We are more concerned about intellectual property rights to the data and knowledge they collected. Do they 
have ethical guidelines for doing research in indigenous territories? 
 
5. Do you have any suggestions for how these effects could be reduced or eliminated? 
Any documentary films or potential publications out of the expedition in the territory should be presented first 
to the council of the concerned community and get approval before any attempt to release the films or published 
the reports or papers. 
 
6. Do you have any suggestions or recommendations for this application? 
Include a research or expedition ethics protocol. 
 
7. Do you support the project proposal? 
Yes 
 
Additional Comments 
Yes, I would support the project long as the proponent can guarantee that is not colonial research. 
 
Response from National Geographic 
Date: 08 July, 2022 
 
This is not colonial research. The Pristine Seas team of National Geographic Society aims to answer scientific 
questions put forward by the Cree Research Needs Working Group, represented by Cree organizations on both 
sides of James Bay by Mushkegowuk and Eeyou reps from the Mushkegowuk Council, CNG, EMRWB and other 
organizations. This group was formed to advise and inform Cree research needs for scientific research in James 
Bay to the William Kennedy expedition and has met regularly over the past year. There are items on this list of 
research needs that cannot be addressed by the WK research team, which the Pristine Seas is aiming to help 
address. Specifically the question of "what is in the bay" focused on understanding the biodiversity of organisms 
(animals including invertebrates and plants) that are difficult to see when harvesting or traveling. The Pristine 
Seas team focuses on underwater biodiversity assessments and will be able to provide a much needed 
understanding of biodiversity in James Bay and the EMR. Parks Canada, who has signed two separate 
memorandum of understandings with both the Mushkegowuk Council and the Cree Nation Government (Eeyou) 
are also interested in the research and filming done by Pristine Seas to understand the biodiversity in the bay to 
support the development of the two separate Cree-led National Marine Conservation Areas.  
 
The data collected will be analyzed by the Pristine Seas scientists and affiliated scientists. The Cree Nation 
Government and Eeyou Marine Region Wildlife Board will own and have access to all of these research data 
being collected. This includes the footage from the different cameras and videos being collected (baited cameras, 
pelagic cameras, etc.), but not the media team footage. All reports and publications will be reviewed and vetted 
by the CNG and EMRWB prior to publication, and reps from these groups are welcome to be involved in writing 
the publications and reports as well.  
 
We will have five Chisasibi community representatives on board to advise the team on research and filming 
locations and to provide local expert input into all aspects of the expedition. We will have four Chisasibi bear 
guards on board to ensure the safety of wildlife and humans. The documentary being created will promote the 
Cree vision and voice for marine conservation in the EMR to a global audience.  
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ASSESSMENT OF THE PROJECT PROPOSAL AND DECISION 

After a thorough assessment of all material provided to the Board, in accordance with the principles identified 
within Section 18.4.2 of the EMRLCA, the decision of the Board as per Section 18.4.4 of the EMRLCA is that: 
 
The Project Proposal may be processed without a review under section 18.5; the EMRIRB may 
recommend specific terms and conditions to be attached to any approval, reflecting the primary objectives 
set out in subsection 18.2.5. 
 
Potential impacts 
PHYSICAL Designated Protected Areas (i.e., national marine 

conservation areas, marine protected areas) 
POSITIVE 

Ground stability NO IMPACT 

Permafrost NO IMPACT 

Hydrology/Limnology NO IMPACT 

Water quality NO IMPACT 

Climate conditions NO IMPACT 

Unique or fragile landscapes NO IMPACT 

Surface and bedrock geology NO IMPACT 

Sediment and soil quality NO IMPACT 

Tidal processes and bathymetry NO IMPACT 

Air quality NO IMPACT 

Noise levels NO IMPACT 

Seabed and Marine Sediments NEGATIVE, MITIGABLE 

BIOLOGICAL Aquatic and terrestrial vegetation NO IMPACT 

Terrestrial species, including habitat and migration patters NEGATIVE, MITIGABLE 

Aquatic species, including habitat and migration/spawning NEGATIVE, MITIGABLE 

Invertebrates and Benthic Species NEGATIVE, MITIGABLE 

Birds, including habitat and migration patterns NEGATIVE, MITIGABLE 

Wildlife protected areas POSITIVE 

SOCIO-
ECONOMIC 

Archeological and cultural historical sites NO IMPACT 

Cree harvesting activities NEGATIVE, MITIGABLE 

Employment POSITIVE 

Community Education POSITIVE 

Community wellness NO IMPACT 

Community infrastructure NO IMPACT 

Health  NO IMPACT 
 
Factors that the Board considers relevant to the assessment of the significance of impacts:  
 
The coastal islands of James Bay are frequently used by migratory birds as feeding grounds or for nesting, 
especially during the summer months and especially this year. There are especially a high number of geese on 
islands this year. In Canada, migratory birds are protected under the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994 
(S.C. 1994, c. 22). The EMRIRB has concerns for the disruption to the nesting waterfowl, and potential 
disruption of Cree harvesting activities due to this. The Board would also make the proponent aware of the 
potential presence of Avian flu.  
 
Eeyou Marine Region islands are also increasingly used by polar bears (South Hudson Bay population) in the 
summer. There is a concern for safety. 
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The EMRIRB is of the view there is a potential risk in terms of marine mammal disturbance due to the nature of 
the project. 
 
The EMRIRB believes there is a risk of potential boat accident, due to the unknown bathymetry of James Bay. 
The proponent needs to exercise caution when navigating these waters. The charting of the seafloor depth and 
type will be useful information coming out of this project. 
 
There is a concern with the use of baited cameras and the potential effect on animal behaviour. However the 
EMRIRB recognizes the short-term nature of this project and the fact these are scent-based cameras not using 
live bait. 
 
The EMRIRB is of the view that the decision to not use Traditional Ecological Knowledge in the scientific 
report is a missed opportunity to complement research. This is especially because the creation of the proposed 
National Marine Conservation Area should be based on this available knowledge in the communities.  
 
The EMRIRB is also raising concern over the lack of participation of Wemindji, considering the proposed 
location of the EMR National Marine Conservation Area. This project also has no involvement of the other 
southern EMR communities.  
 
In terms of positive impacts, the EMRIRB is of the view this project and the documentary will promote 
awareness of the region to a large audience, will provide local training on scientific methods (including to 
youth), and will aid in the development of the proposed National Marine Conservation Area.  
 
 
The cumulative impacts that could result from the impacts of the project combined with those of any other 
project that has been carried out, is being carried out or is likely to be carried out: 
 
Table 1: Active Project List in the Eeyou Marine Region 

Project Title Project Dates Proponent 
James Bay Expedition (William 
Kennedy Vessel) 

August 1 -20 University of Manitoba 

Fostering Indigenous Small‐scale 
fisheries for Health, Economy, and 
food Security (FISHES) 

July 1 - August 31 
 

Laval University, Concordia 
University 

 
Polar Bear Ecology in the Eeyou 
Marine Region 

July 1 - August 31 McGill University 

Ascribing the importance of 
Atlantic Brant staging areas for 
holistic conservation planning 

July 17 - August 17 University of Saskatchewan 

Assessment of Canada Goose 
Habitat Use in Eastern James Bay 

July 31 - August 31 McGill University 

Filling Data Gaps on Avian 
Species at Risk in the Eeyou 
Marine Region 

July 18 - August 24 EMRWB, Nature Canada 

Hudson Bay Ecosystem Change 
(HBEC) 

July 1 - August 31 Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans 

Non-timber forest product 
abundance and distribution 

August 2 - 11 FaunENord; Cree Outfitting and 
Tourism Association 
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inventory in Cree communities of 
the James Bay, Quebec 
Using Autonomous Recording 
Unit's (ARU) to survey coastal 
birds 

July 1 - August 31 Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) 

Survey of the breeding birds of the 
Twin Islands 

June 28 - July 4 Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) 

Detecting and protecting bat and 
avian species at risk in the Eeyou 
Marine Region 

August 2 -11 EMRWB 

 
RECOMMENDED PROJECT-SPECIFIC TERMS AND CONDITIONS                           

The Board is recommending the following specific terms and conditions to apply in respect of the project, 
pursuant to Section 18.4.4.(a) of the EMRLCA:  
 
General 

1. National Geographic (the Proponent) shall maintain a copy of the Project Terms and Conditions at the site of 
operation at all times. 

2. The Proponent shall forward copies of all permits and authorizations required and obtained for this project to 
the Eeyou Marine Region Impact Review Board (EMRIRB) prior to entering the Eeyou Marine Region, 
including but not limited to: 
a) Animal Use Protocol, DFO 
b) License to Fish for Scientific Purposes, DFO 
c) Entry/Access to Cree lands, CNG 
d) Screening Decision Report, Nunavik Marine Region Impact Review Board 
e) Wildlife Observation License, Government of Nunavut 

It is the sole responsibility of the Proponent to ensure that it obtains all permits and authorizations that 
may be necessary to carry out the proposed activities prior to commencing such activities in the Eeyou 
Marine Region. The Board makes no representations as to the sufficiency of the permits and 
authorization listed above or which permits and authorizations may be necessary to carry out the 
proposed activities or the government authorities and other entities that may deliver such permits and 
authorizations. 

3. The Proponent shall operate in accordance with all commitments stated in correspondence provided to the 
Eeyou Marine Region Planning Commission (April 25, 2022), and the EMRIRB (Online Application Form, 
June 20, 2022). 

4. The Proponent shall operate in accordance with all applicable Acts, Regulations, and Guidelines. 
5. The Proponent shall operate in accordance with the submitted Polar Prince Spill Response Plan. 
 
Water Use 

6. The Proponent shall not extract water from any fish-bearing waterbody unless the water intake hose is 
equipped with a screen of appropriate mesh size to ensure that there is no entrapment of fish.  

7. The Proponent shall ensure that water extraction from any fish-bearing waterbody is done with appropriate 
care and caution.   
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Waste Disposal/Incineration  

8. The Proponent shall incinerate all combustible wastes.  Non-combustible wastes shall be kept on board in 
bags placed in a covered metal container or equivalent until disposed of at the end of the journey in Mulgrave, 
Nova Scotia. All such wastes shall be kept inaccessible to wildlife at all times. 

9. The Proponent shall ensure that the incineration of combustible wastes comply with the Canadian Wide 
Standards for Dioxins and Furans, the Canadian Wide Standards for Mercury, and any other applicable 
standards. 

10. The Proponent shall leave no trace on sampling sites. 
 

Fuel Storage  

11. The Proponent shall store all fuel in such a manner that they are inaccessible to wildlife. 
12. The Proponent shall locate all fuel and other hazardous materials a minimum of thirty-one (31) metres away 

from the high-water mark of any water body and in such a manner as to prevent their release into the 
environment. 

13. The Proponent shall ensure that appropriate spill response equipment and clean-up materials (e.g., shovels, 
pumps, barrels, drip pans, and absorbents) are readily available during any transfer of fuel or hazardous 
substances, at all fuel storage sites and when refuelling equipment. 

14. The Proponent shall inspect and document the condition of all large fuel tanks and fuel caches on a weekly 
basis.   

15. The Proponent shall ensure that all personnel are properly trained in fuel and hazardous waste handling 
procedures, as well as spill response procedures.  All spills of fuel or other deleterious materials of any amount 
must be reported immediately to the 24-hour Spill Line. 

 

Wildlife - General 

16. The Proponent shall ensure that there is no damage to wildlife habitat in conducting this operation.  
17. The Proponent shall not harass wildlife.  This includes persistently circling, chasing, hovering over pursuing 

or in any other way harassing wildlife, or disturbing large groups of animals.   
18. The majority of polar bears in James Bay spend the ice-free months hunting and resting on the offshore 

islands. The Proponent will minimize any disturbance that may result in scaring or forcing polar bears from 
land into the water. 

19. The Proponent shall not hunt or fish for personal consumption. 
20. The Proponent shall ensure that all project personnel are made aware of the measures to protect wildlife and 

are provided with training and/or advice on how to implement these measures.   
21. The Proponent shall ensure all project staff are trained in appropriate bear/carnivore detection and deterrent 

techniques. The polar bear is a protected species and as such, in the event of defensive measures required 
during an encounter, every effort should be made to deter the bear using non-lethal methods when safe to do 
so. 
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22. The Proponent shall maintain a distance of 100 metres if a polar bear is encountered on land or ice while 
conducting activities from a zodiac or other small craft; all interaction with polar bears should be avoided if 
possible. 

23. The Bear guards shall carry non-lethal deterrent and an appropriate firearm and ammunitions. 
24. The Proponent will be familiar with and abide by the recommended setback distances listed in the Marine 

Mammal Act during encounters with whales (e.g., 400m for species listed under SARA, 200m for non-listed 
species). 

25. The Proponent will not operate a drone within 800m of a polar bear and will maintain an appropriate distance 
from nesting birds to prevent any noticeable change in behaviour.   
 

Migratory Birds  

26. The Proponent shall ensure that visitation of cliffs used by nesting and breeding birds is restricted to small 
crafts or zodiacs only, and then only during morning and early afternoon hours.  Noise should be kept to a 
minimum when visiting these bird colonies.  

27. The Proponent shall not disturb or destroy the nests or eggs of any birds.  If nests are encountered and/or 
identified, the Proponent shall take precaution to avoid further interaction and or disturbance (e.g., a 100 
metres buffer around the nests).  If active nests of any birds are discovered (i.e., with eggs or young), the 
Proponent shall avoid these areas until nesting is complete and the young have left the nest. 

28. The Proponent shall minimize activities during periods when birds are particularly sensitive to disturbance 
such as migration, nesting, and moulting.   

29. When viewing seabird colonies and areas used by flocks of migrating waterfowl from a boat, the Proponent 
shall maintain a setback distance by 100m for non-listed species and 500m for listed species. 

 

Ship-based Activities 

30. The Proponent shall ensure that all passengers are aware of the Proponent’s responsibilities and requirements 
regarding wildlife and wildlife habitat protection.  This should include pre-landing briefings on wildlife 
sensitivities and potential hazards, proper wildlife viewing techniques, and safety practices.  

31. The Proponent shall not attempt to intersect or interfere with the movements of marine mammals.  Strategic 
positioning of vessels ahead of the path being traveled by mobile whales and waiting for the whales to pass is 
also prohibited. 

32. The Proponent shall ensure that all passengers are aware of the Proponent’s responsibilities and requirements 
regarding archaeological or palaeontological sites that are encountered during land-based activities.  This 
should include pre-landing briefings explaining the prohibitions regarding removal of artifacts, and defacing 
or writing on rocks and infrastructure.   

33. The Proponent should use existing trails where possible during project activities on land.  
 

Other  

34. The documentary and any scientific publication out of the expedition in the territory should be presented to 
the council in Chisasibi, in addition to the CNG and EMRWB.  

35. The Proponent shall ensure that project activities do not interfere with Cree wildlife harvesting or traditional 
land use activities. 
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36. The Proponent should, to the extent possible, hire local people and access local services. 
 

MONITORING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

Wildlife Mitigation and Monitoring Plan 

37. The Proponent shall operate in accordance with the submitted Pristine Seas Bear and Wildlife 
Avoidance/Deterrent and Safety Plan. 

38. The Proponent shall report all polar bear encounters, whale species observations, as well as the presence of 
bird nesting colonies – including cormorants - to the Eeyou Marine Region Wildlife Board. 

Change in Project Scope 

39. The Proponent shall notify the Eeyou Marine Region Planning Commission and the EMRIRB of any changes 
in operating plans or conditions, including phase advancement, associated with this project prior to any such 
change.   

Bear and Carnivore Safety 

40. The Proponent should review the Government of Nunavut’s booklet on Bear Safety, which can be downloaded 
from this link: http://gov.nu.ca/sites/default/files/bear_safety_-_reducing_bear-
people_conflicts_in_nunavut.pdf.   

41. There are polar bear safety resources available from the Bear Smart Society with videos on polar bear safety 
available in English, French and Inuktitut at http://www.bearsmart.com/play/safety-in-polar-bear-country/.  
Information can also be obtained from Parks Canada’s website on bear safety at the following link: 
http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/pn-np/nu/quttinirpaaq/visit/visit6/d.aspx or in reviewing the “Safety in Polar Bear 
Country” pamphlet, which can be downloaded from the following link: http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/pn-
np/nu/quttinirpaaq/visit/visit6/~/media/pn-np/nu/auyuittuq/pdf/shared/PolarBearSafety_English.ashx.   

Species at Risk 

42. The Proponent shall review Environment and Climate Change Canada’s “Environment Assessment Best 
Practice Guide for Wildlife at Risk in Canada”, available at the following link: 
http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/virtual_sara/files/policies/EA%20Best%20Practices%202004.pdf.  The guide 
provides information to the Proponent on what is required when Wildlife at Risk, including Species at Risk, 
are encountered or affected by the project. 

 
REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS  

The Proponent has applied for the following authorizations for this project: 
 

1. Animal Use Protocol, DFO 
2. License to Fish for Scientific Purposes, DFO 
3. Entry/Access to Cree lands, CNG 
4. Screening Decision Report, Nunavik Marine Region Impact Review Board 
5. Wildlife Observation License, Government of Nunavut  

 

 

http://gov.nu.ca/sites/default/files/bear_safety_-_reducing_bear-people_conflicts_in_nunavut.pdf
http://gov.nu.ca/sites/default/files/bear_safety_-_reducing_bear-people_conflicts_in_nunavut.pdf
http://www.bearsmart.com/play/safety-in-polar-bear-country/
http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/pn-np/nu/quttinirpaaq/visit/visit6/d.aspx
http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/pn-np/nu/quttinirpaaq/visit/visit6/%7E/media/pn-np/nu/auyuittuq/pdf/shared/PolarBearSafety_English.ashx
http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/pn-np/nu/quttinirpaaq/visit/visit6/%7E/media/pn-np/nu/auyuittuq/pdf/shared/PolarBearSafety_English.ashx
http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/virtual_sara/files/policies/EA%20Best%20Practices%202004.pdf
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The Proponent is also advised that the following legislation may apply to the project:  
 

• There are Nunavik Inuit Lands (NIL) solely owned by Makivik within the EMR which are close to 
Chisasibi – Grass Island, Governor Island, Sam Island, Seal Islands (See Schedule 8-3, NMR Zone C, 
NILCA).  If these lands are chosen for potential visits, then an entry and access permit will be required 
from Makivik Corporation.   

 
Acts and Regulations Applicable in the EMR – please note that the Board makes no representations as to 
the accuracy or completeness of the following list and that other Acts and Regulations may also apply in 
the EMR: 
 

1. The Arctic Waters Pollution Prevention Act  
2. Oceans Act  
3. The Fisheries Act   
4. The Migratory Birds Convention Act and Migratory Birds Regulations  
5. Migratory Birds Sanctuary Regulations 
6. Territorial Nunavut Wildlife Act 
7. The Species at Risk Act (SARA)   
8. Canada Wildlife Act   
9. Canadian Environmental Protection Act   
10. The Canada Shipping Act, 2001  
11. Wild Animal and Plant Protection and Regulation of International and Interprovincial Trade Act 

(WAPPRIITA) 
12. Marine Mammals Regulations (2022) 
13. Act Respecting Threatened or Vulnerable Species (QC) 
14. Act Respecting the Conservation and Development of Wildlife 
15. Act Respecting Hunting and Fishing Rights in the James Bay and New Québec Territories 
16. Eeyou Marine Region Land Claims Agreement (EMRLCA) 
17. James Bay and Northern Québec Agreement (JBNQA)  
18. Nunavik Inuit Land Claims Agreement (NILCA) 
19. Convention on Biological Diversity 
20. The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)  
21. International Agreement on Humane Trapping Standards 
22. International Agreement on Conservation of Polar Bears 
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CONCLUSION 

The foregoing constitutes the Board’s screening decision with respect to National Geographic’s “Pristine Seas” 
project. The EMRIRB remains available for consultation with the Ministers regarding this report as necessary.  

The EMRIRB looks forward to your decision on this file as well as being kept informed and updated on 
the relevant permitting processes. 

Dated July 22, 2022. 

Isaac Masty, Chairperson of the Eeyou Marine Region Impact Review Board 

Attachments: Appendix A (Species at Risk) 

Appendix B (Project Timeline) 

Appendix C (Project Map) 

Appendix D (Material Use) 
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Appendix A  

Species at Risk in the Eeyou Marine Region 

 
• Schedule 1 is the official legal list of Species at Risk for SARA.  SARA applies to all species on Schedule 

1.  The term “listed” species refers to species on Schedule 1. 
• Schedule 2 and 3 of SARA identify species that were designated at risk by the COSEWIC prior to October 

1999 and must be reassessed using revised criteria before they can be considered for addition to Schedule  
 

Schedules of SARA are amended on a regular basis so it is important to check the SARA registry 
(www.sararegistry.gc.ca) to get the current status of a species. 
 
The following are the terrestrial species that are listed in Schedule I of the Species at Risk Act and for which at 
least one occurrence/mention/observation is in Eeyou Istchee and the Eeyou Marine Region. This is based on 
data from a number of databases, including SOSPOP, the Centre de données sur le patrimoine naturel du 
Québec (CDPNQ), the Atlas of amphibians and reptiles of Quebec (AARQ) 

- Monarch butterfly (Special Concern, under consideration for Endangered) 
- Snapping turtle (Special Concern) 
- Eastern painted turtle (Special Concern) 
- Harlequin duck (Special Concern) 
- Red knot, rufa subspecies (Endangered) 
- Yellow rail (Special Concern) 
- Short-eared owl (Special Concern, under consideration for Threatened); 
- Common nighthawk (Threatened, under consideration for Special Concern) 
- Red-necked phalarope (Special Concern); 
- Peregrine falcon (Special Concern, under consideration for Not at Risk); 
- Bank swallow (Threatened); 
- Barn Swallow (Threatened, under consideration for Special Concern); 
- Olive-sided flycatcher (Threatened, under consideration for Special Concern) 
- Rusty blackbird (Special Concern); 
- Evening grosbeak (Special Concern) 
- Canada warbler (Threatened, under consideration for Special Concern) 
- Little brown myotis (Endangered) 
- Northern myotis (Endangered) 

 
While there is no data on the following species in SOSPOP or CDPNQ, they are or may be found in Cree 
territory: 

- Polar bear (Special Concern) 
- Wolverine (Special Concern) 
- Boreal caribou (Special Concern) 

 
Critical habitat has been identified on Cree territory for the following species: 

- Red knot 
- Bank swallow 
- Little brown myotis 
- Northern myotis 
- Boreal caribou 

http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/
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Appendix B  

Project Timeline 

 
Appendix C  

Project Map 
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Appendix D 

Material Use 

List of all Material Use: 

• Polar Prince Marine Vessel. The Polar Prince is a certified icebreaker for Polar Waters. Length 72m 
breath 

• 14m draft 5m full displacement approximately 3500T 
• 1 Hurricane 733 with outboard motor (small rigged hulled inflatable boat) 
• 4 MarkIII zodiacs, with outboard motors 
• 1 Mark IV zodiac, with outboard motor 
• MDO (Marine Diesel Oil) 475,000L Fuel tanks on boards 
• Gasoline (for outboard motors) 55 drums stored in cargo hold 
• Scientific equipment outlined in science Plan 
• Filming equipment outlined in science Plan 
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